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CAPO Board Meeting 
February 11, 2010  
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Salem, Oregon 
 
Education Day  
February 12, 2010  
Salem, Oregon 
 
President’s Day 
February 15, 2010 
CAPO office closed  
 
NCAF Conference 
March 1-5, 2010 
Washington, D.C.  
 
CAPO Executive 
Committee Meeting 
March 11, 2010 
(tentative) 
 

��	����	�����	
�  ARRA funds help Oregonians stay out of poverty 
�  Oregon is the second hungriest state in the U.S. – how the School 

Breakfast Program is helping to change that. 
�  OCAC Poverty Institute with Donna Beegle 
�  CAAs are putting ARRA dollars to work 
�  Measure 66 and 67: What you need to know for the January 26 ballot 
�  Upcoming Grant Opportunities 
�  CAPO Corner – meet our new staff 
 

 

 
Many More Oregonians Would Be Poor but for Federal 
Recovery Act 
(from the Oregon Center for Public Policy) 
 
The federal recovery act signed into law in 2009 has protected about 
84,000 Oregonians from living in poverty, according to a report 
released today by the Washington, D.C.-based Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities. 
 
If the 84,000 Oregonians estimated to have been kept out of poverty as 
a result of the federal recovery act all lived in one place, it would 
constitute the seventh-largest city in the state, more populous than 
Bend, according to Joy Margheim, policy analyst with the Oregon 
Center for Public Policy. 
 
That figure, moreover, likely understates the total number of 
Oregonians being kept off the poverty rolls, said Margheim. That’s 
because the CBPP study examined the impact of only seven 
provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 
2009, which account for about one-fourth of the act’s total funding. 
 
To read the full article , including how ARRA funds will be affected by 
Measures 66 and 67, please visit http://www.ocpp.org/cgi-
bin/display.cgi?page=nr20091217ARRApo. 
 
 
 
 

���� 	



�

� �

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
����
�� 	��������	����	
�
���	���	 ������������
��
��������������
���������
�����������������
��
���������	
��� ��
���������������������
��������		��

��������
		�

���
�����������
��� �	
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
 
 

Some Oregon Children Start the Day on “Empty” 
During the 2008-2009 school year, 106,172 low-income children in 
Oregon participated in the national School Breakfast Program, feeding 
roughly half of the children who need it. Based on the annual School 
Breakfast Scorecard (released by the Food Research and Action 
Center), Oregon saw a slight increase in school breakfast participation.   
 
However, the breakfast program has not grown at the same rate as 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program – formerly known as 
the Food Stamp Program). Over the past school year, participation 
among low-income students in the School Breakfast Program increased 
by 3.4% statewide, while participation in SNAP jumped by 28.2%.  
 
“Oregon currently ranks second in the nation for hun ger,” said Patti 
Whitney-Wise, Executive Director of the Oregon Hunger Task Force. 
“Families with children need to rely on school meals now more than ever 
to make sure everyone in the household gets enough to eat.”  
 
Oregon served approximately 53 low-income children breakfast for every 
100 who received lunch. Oregon’s participation rate was better than the 
national rate (46 children out of every 100), but still falls far short of 
reaching all eligible children. FRAC has a national goal of increasing 
participation to 60%.  
 
“If Oregon schools served breakfast to 60 out of 100 students, an 
additional 15,315 low-income children would get breakfast and the state 
would gain $3.5 million in federal funding ,” said Whitney-Wise. “It 
makes good sense for families and for our state economy.”  
 
“There are several factors that can affect student participation,” explains 
David Short, Nutrition Services Director of Gresham–Barlow School 
District. “When and where food is served is a good example – some 
school buses arrive too late for children to eat. In Gresham, we have 
seen an increase in students eating breakfast when it is served in the 
classroom. We have also seen higher breakfast participation with the 
elimination of the co-pay."  
 
This year the Oregon legislature recognized the importance of the 
School Breakfast Program by eliminating the co-pay. The state will pick 
up the costs for the $0.40 co-pay per breakfast served to students whose 
families earn between 130% and 185% of the Federal Poverty Level.  
There are strong correlations between childhood foo d insecurity, 
health and academic achievement.  In a recent report by Share Our 
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Strength (Hunger in America’s Classroom), teachers reported that 
children who were malnourished were often sick, tired or anxious. 
Hungry children fought more with their classmates and had trouble 
concentrating. “Children need to be fed to learn,” said Whitney-Wise, 
“and we need to recognize that breakfast is an important investment in a 
vibrant, healthy, well educated work force for Oregon’s future.”  
 
The full report, School Breakfast Scorecard 2008-2009, is available at: 
www.frac.org. More information is also available at 
www.oregonhunger.org.  
  
 
CAA AmeriCorps Attend Poverty Institute with Donna 
Beegle 
Through the partnership with Community Action Partnership of Oregon 
(CAPO), Oregon Community Action Corps (OCAC) was able to send 19 
of the 24 AmeriCorps members to a two-day training event, the Poverty 
Institute with Donna Beegle.  
 
The Poverty Institute provided in-depth and interactive training on 
understanding barriers to accessing services and resources experienced 
by people living in poverty, how understanding poverty is essential to 
active civic engagement, and provided an extensive toolkit for 
professionals to bring training on poverty to their organizations. All 
AmeriCorps members reported that the Poverty Institute was extremely 
valuable, noting that the training will help them to serve more effectively 
at their sites and engage in more meaningful ways in their communities.  
 
Visit Communication Across Barriers online to learn more about the 
Poverty Institute workshop and future events. 
 

How ARRA Dollars are Helping Youth in Salem, Oregon  
When addressing the needs of homeless youth, positive outcomes can 
be a long time in the making. At Mid-Willamette Valley Community Action 
Agency (MWVCAA), we are using ARRA dollars to enhance our 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Street Outreach services within HOME 
Youth and Resource Center, a day drop-in service and day shelter. 
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A youth in the HOME 
program cleans up around 
the program’s building. 

Through this program, MWVCAA successfully placed a formerly 
homeless youth into a safe, stable, proctor-style home environment. 
After years of case planning, support, and trial and error, the youth is 
thriving in his new home. He is excelling in his education, passionately 
involved in sport activities and seeing a positive future for the first time in 
many years.  Collaboration by friends, agencies, case managers, 
shelters and school staff worked helped this youth in creating the bridges 
needed to get back on a constructive and positive path.   
 
The Runaway and Homeless Youth Street Outreach services have three 
Outreach Workers who connect with homeless and street youth, 
establishing a relationship where we can encourage the youth to: 

�  Pursue positive choices in getting off the street  
�  Get into a safe, healthy environment 
�  Reconnect with either education or job skills training opportunities 
�  Obtain mental health and substance treatment 
�  Obtain birth records and other identification necessary.   

 
In addition, we have established stronger relationships with Salem Police 
Department; they are now sharing all first and second time runaway 
reports.  We know that, statistically, if we are able to find and reach out 
to first and second time “runners” we are more successful in reuniting 
them with their parents/relatives (as appropriate) or other safe shelter 
and prevent future instances of running.  Our primary partners, in 
addition to Salem Police Department, are Neighbor 2 Neighbor, a 
mediation non-profit, the school district, HOST (a youth shelter) and 
Northwest Human Services Transitional Living Program. 
 
For more information, contact Peggy Kahan, HOME Youth and Resource 
Program Director at 503-363-3122 or kahanp@mwvcaa.org. 
 
Submitted by Teresa Cox, Executive Director, Mid-Willamette Valley 
Community Action Agency, 503-585-6232, coxt@mwvcaa.org 
 
 
Oregon Coast Community Action ARRA Projects  

In our South Coast Food Share program, 
ARRA funding created a job for this vital 
program in Coos & Curry counties.  A local Girl 
Scout troop helped SCFS to label and sort a 
donation of albacore tuna from the Oregon 
Tuna Classic in July.  The Girl Scouts were 
very excited to label the cans and to learn that 
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their efforts would help other children in our community that are going 
hungry. 
 
Local college students assisted in unloading food from a community food 
drive, the 8th Annual Bus Jam, which provided 
over 8,000 pounds of food to feed hungry 
children and families in Coos and Curry 
counties.  These volunteers and the food drive 
were organized by the SCFS Warehouse 
Coordinator, ORCCA's Volunteer Coordinator, 
and many others who are fully or partially 
funded through ARRA.  
 
In addition, staff members in ORCCA's Weatherization program have 
been able to assist new families through ARRA funding.  Weatherization 
staff members load the Weatherization van and go to local homes to 
conduct assessments for weatherization assistance.  Thanks to ARRA in 
2010, we will be able to assist many more families!  
 
OECA Prepares Federal Weatherization Training Cente r 
Grant Application 

As everybody is well aware by now, the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 has been providing funds for low-income 
weatherization projects. This has created a 

demand for more REAP® (Residential Energy Analyst Program) trained 
and certified technicians and auditors. The Oregon Energy Coordinators 
Association (OECA) and other weatherization training and education 
programs around Oregon are starting to feel the need to expand their 
capabilities to provide training to ensure there are enough workers to get 
the job done.  
 
The U.S. Department of Energy has released a Funding Opportunity 
Announcement that provides up to $1M per grant award to enhance and 
expand Oregon's training capacity. Winning this award will help OECA 
provide REAP® training for more technicians and auditors, providing a 
wider pool of trained and certified personnel to allow more timely 
completion of weatherization projects. The funding will help OECA move 
forward on their REAP® weatherization training facility certification which 
will expand the state's capacity to train. Additionally, OECA is instigating 
a new contractor REAP® certification which will ensure more contractors 
and their crews are properly trained.  
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Albertsons Grants for Hunger, Youth, Health and Nut rition 
Albertsons is accepting applications for its “In the Community” Grant 
program. Deadlines are rolling. The program supports organizations 
working in areas of hunger relief; youth and education; and health and 
nutrition.  More information is available at (877) 932-7948 or online at 
www.albertsons.com/abs_inthecommunity/default.asp. 
 
 
Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation  
The Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation awards grants 
typically in the $5,000 to $25,000 range.  Primary philanthropic focus 
areas are community improvement projects and public education (priority 
is given to K-12 public schools).  Get more information or begin the 
application process at: 
www.lowes.com/lowes/lkn?action=frameSet&url=apps.bridgetree.com/fu
nding/default.asp 
 
 

Meet Our New Capo Project Coordinator  
Claudette Vincent comes to CAPO with a long history of working in the 
non-profit social service field.  Claudette worked in the United Way 
system for 25 years in a variety of capacities including Executive Director 
for the Linn County and Mid-Willamette Valley United Ways.  She most 
recently came back to work in Salem after eighteen months of working in 
the Eugene area as the development vice-president for a non-profit 
health agency.    
 
In addition to her years of management and fundraising experience, 
Claudette also served on the Board of Directors for Community Services 
Consortium, so is no stranger to the work of Community Action Agencies 
on behalf of the low-income residents of Oregon.    
 
Claudette and her husband, Joe, have lived in Salem for the past nine 
years.  They have three adult children and two dogs that take up much of 
their spare time.  
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Meet Our New Oregon Energy Partnership Coordinator 

Jess Kincaid joins Community Action Partnership 
of Oregon as the Oregon Energy Partnership 
Coordinator after eight years of working for Oregon 
Community Action Agencies.  She has previously 
worked on the REACH program for Lane County 
Human Services Commission; as an engineer on 
commercial building efficiency; at the Housing and 
Community Services Agency of Lane County as an 

energy auditor for their weatherization program.  From there Jess moved 
to the Community Services Division of Multnomah County where she 
helped develop an engineering oriented multifamily weatherization 
program.  
  
Jess is currently immersed in remodeling the 1925 English Cottage that 
she and her husband own in Portland.  When she gets a chance to take 
a break from it she’s typically found lugging a pack full of camera gear 
down a hiking trail in search of the “perfect shot”.�
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter,  e-mail claudette@caporegon.org with 
“UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line. 
 
Did you receive this e-mail as a forward?  Join our newsletter list and get the information 
directly.  E-mail claudette@caporegon.org with “ADD ME” in the subject line.�


