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Oregon Thrives 
Regional Meeting 
June 11 
 
CAPLAW National 
Training Conference 
June 16 – 18 
 
Finance Committee 
July 28 
 
ROMA Training 
July 29 
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�  UCAN Opens Affordable Housing Complex 
�  ORCCA’s “I Am Community Action” 
�  ACCESS-Inc. “Stamps Out Hunger” 
�  MCAC Hosts Two Open Houses 
�  CAT Receives Exxon Grant 
�  DOE Weatherization Webinar Available 
�  OECA is Recepient of $1M Grant 
�  Tips for Using CSBG ARRA Funds 
�  CAPO Corner/Calendar of Events 

 

A Place to Call Home  
On May 27 from UCAN celebrated the opening of its newest affordable housing 
complex in Roseburg. Esperanza Circle at 2901 NE Dorwin is a six unit 
complex that will serve low income residents of Douglas County. Two units 
have been set aside for families that are currently homeless.   
 
The development of the site utilized green building practices including a 17kw 
solar panel, solar water heater for the laundry, energy star appliances and 
heating and compact fluorescent lighting throughout the complex.  Focusing on 
energy efficiency will enable UCAN to control costs and maintain affordability.  
This is particularly critical in light of current and projected increases in energy 
costs.  UCAN has similar energy saving features in place at Mariposa Villa 
complex in Winston, including solar panels and water heater.  The cost of 
electricity at Mariposa Villa has been roughly half of that at comparable 
complexes owned and operated by UCAN.  
 
UCAN believes that everyone deserves access to clean, affordable housing. 
The completion of Esperanza Circle is consistent with our long standing 
commitment to provide the homeless and those with limited resources the 
opportunities to become self-sufficient and to access and maintain permanent 
housing.   
 
Provided by United Community Action Network 
 
I Am Community Action 
The South Coast is filled with everyday heroes who make a difference in the 
lives of children and families, and help our neighbors to thrive – every single 
day.   These dedicated individuals make up Oregon Coast Community Action’s 
new “I Am Community Action” campaign, which highlights the great 
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contributions of community members, business owners and volunteers who 
work to make a difference every day.  ORCCA developed this campaign to 
promote volunteerism and encourage community members to provide support 
to all types of community programs.  Additionally, this campaign was created to 
recognize current donors, volunteers, and supporters and give members of this 
campaign the recognition they deserve for all of their hard work.  
 
ORCCA hosted a volunteer recognition event and launch party for the 
campaign on May 8, 2010, which included the showing of new marketing videos 
for I Am Community Action, ORCCA’s Youth Opportunities programs, and a 
slideshow of our donors and those who make it possible for Community Action 
to help families in our community.  At the event, there were recognition awards 
for volunteers, and keynote speeches from Rep. Arnie Roblan and Judy Moody, 
Executive Director of Women’s Safety & Resource Center.   The event was a 
great success, and included support and donations from the Oregon Coast 
Culinary Institute, the Bay Area Chamber of Commerce, and many others.  
 
Many volunteers and donors are making a difference for the community through 
their hard work with community action or other community organizations.  Terry 
& Joyce Edwards are among the volunteers featured in the I Am Community 
Action campaign, and have made a huge difference in providing safe and 
affordable shelter for families in our region, by supporting the housing programs 
and services at ORCCA. 
 
LaVerne Edwards, the founder of E.L. Edwards, always believed “people, no 
matter what they pay for rent, deserve safe and clean housing.”  This is the 
legacy that Terry and Joyce Edwards have worked hard to continue through 
their various assistance programs and volunteer work.  The couple has 
supported the Home TBA program, as well as Rental Deposit assistance 
needs, in order to help local families thrive.   Terry & Joyce Are Community 
Action! 
 
These stories are only some of the major donors who have helped Community 
Action make a difference in the lives of local families, and help create a brighter 
future for the entire community.  I Am Community Action is dedicated to 
recognizing and promoting this volunteer work, and encouraging everyone to 
consider how any contribution – no matter how small – can help our neighbors 
to thrive.    
 
Provided  by Hallie Winchell, Oregon Coast Community Action 
 
Jackson County Letter Carriers Help Stamp Out Hunger! ��
MEDFORD, Ore. – Local residents donated nearly 85,000 pounds of food to 
feed the hungry in the 2010 Stamp Out Hunger! Food Drive held May 8. The 
food equates to 85,000 meals to feed local residents who are experiencing 
hunger. Now in its 18th year, the National Association of Letter Carriers’ Stamp 
Out Hunger! Food Drive is the largest single-day food drive in the U.S. All food 
donated in Jackson County goes to feed the hungry in this community through 
the ACCESS Food Share Pantry Network of 23 food pantries.  
 
Jackson County letter carriers picked up donated food from residents on May 8. 
Earlier in the week, reminder postcards and empty bags to be filled were 
delivered to all homes in Jackson County.  
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“This is a wonderful boost of much-needed food that will help take us through 
the summer months until food drives begin again in earnest in the fall. The 
amount raised essentially smashed our original goal of 80,000 pounds,” said 
Philip Yates, ACCESS Inc. Nutrition Programs Director.  

Last year’s drive raised just over 72,000 pounds of food locally. More rural 
postal carriers participated in this year’s food drive than in the past, directly 
contributing to the record donations.  

“ACCESS would like to thank Donna Sanderson, Letter Carrier’s drive 
organizer, for getting all the bags and postcards out to rural locations,” added 
Yates.   

Supporting the drive were Campbell Soup Company, the U.S. Postal Service, 
Feeding America, Valpak, the National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association, the 
AFL-CIO and United Way Worldwide. Locally, volunteers from U.S. Cellular, 
Wells Fargo and Rogue Federal Credit Union helped with the effort.  

As the Community Action Agency of Jackson County, ACCESS features 
several nutrition programs that enable hungry people in Jackson County to 
obtain food supplies for themselves and their families. Each year, ACCESS 
nutrition programs provide food for more than 200,000 on-site meals and aid 
needy families with more than 40,000 food boxes. ACCESS Food Share 
provides food for over 3,200 families each month and that number continues to 
rise as the economy forces more people to seek assistance. In Jackson 
County, the number of people seeking food support has increased by over eight 
percent over the past year.  38 percent of the people ACCESS is helping to 
feed are children.  

Provided by ACCESS-Inc. 

Open Houses at Mid Columbia Community Action Counci l 
In honor of National Community Action Month, Mid Columbia Community Action 
Council sponsored two Open House Events on May 7th and May 14th.  The 
second open house was themed “Coney Island,” and featured games, a dunk 
tank, (for dunking MCCAC staff members) a barbeque, and live music by the 
Hardshell Harmony Blue Grass Band.  MCCAC holds open houses every May 
for National Community Action Month.  Past events have been everything from 
Calypso to Western-themed events. 

Exxon Grant and Contractor Development 
On May 17, Community Action Team (CAT) opened the first day of a week-
long, training for five local contractors and ten of their employees.  The training 
included instruction in the use of tools such as insulation blowers, heat welders, 
blower doors, and duct leakage testers. 
 
As weatherization has become more complex over the last two decades, local 
contractors in CAT’s service area have become a less dependable source for 
skilled weatherization installation.  As a result, CAT has had to "import" 
weatherization contractors from outside its service area for much of its contract 
work.   The effect has been a transfer of federal dollars away from CAT’s rural, 
service area.  The influx of additional weatherization funding from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Stimulus Funds) has amplified this condition. 


�����	����
�	
�

�

�



� �

 
A partnership between the National Community Action Foundation and Exxon-
Mobil will stop this loss of revenue from the local economy.  In November, 
NCAF and Exxon awarded CAT a $300,000 grant to help create local 
weatherization contractors through a unique Training and Loan Program. 
 
Each of the contractors is being offered low-interest startup financing to help 
them cover the cost of entering the weatherization business. In addition, these 
contractors will be offered 50% advances against approved weatherization jobs.  
The contractors have been helped with business planning services through 
Clatsop Community College’s CEDR (Clatsop Economic Development 
Resources) Program.  ShoreBank Enterprise Cascadia developed loan 
products specifically to meet the needs of these weatherization contractors.  
ShoreBank, CEDR and Coastal Community Action in Aberdeen, Washington 
have been our partners in devising and executing this project.  The trainers 
Tom Brodbeck and Joe Lorenz, have run low-income weatherization programs, 
are licensed weatherization contractors and have provided weatherization 
trainings throughout the region for many years. 
 
So far the project is going very well. The first week focused on weatherizing 
mobile homes.  The next training, scheduled mid-summer, will focus on 
weatherizing site built homes.  Ultimately, the grant will create a pool of highly-
trained weatherization contractors who live in, employ from, and serve the 
communities on both sides of the Lower Columbia River. 
 
Provided by Community Action Team 
 
Department of Energy Webinar, June 22  
The U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) Building Technologies Program is 
offering a webinar on Tuesday, June 22, 2010, from 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. EST 
titled "Cost-Effective Triple Pane (R-5) and Low-e Storm Windows” Available 
Now."  For more information and registration, please visit 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/webinars.html 
 
OECA Receives ARRA Funding  
OECA was awarded a $1M grant from US DOE to fund the Weatherization and 
Energy Training Center and Programs Project (WETCAPP). This funding will 
help OECA to expand existing training capacity by supplementing existing 
facilities and programs, create additional training options to serve a more 
diverse population, standardize training across the region to existing state 
weatherization standards, and furnish the regional Weatherization and Energy 
Training, Research, Development and Operations Center (TRDOC).  

Ideas for Proper and Appropriate Utilization of CSBG  
ARRA Funds from June – September 2010  

·  Summer Work Youth Experience Program 
·  Adult Work Experience Program 
·  Host Job Fairs 
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·  Work more closely with local WIA provider and to provide support 
services to WIA clients in training and job search 

·  Organize Community Betterment projects paid and/or unpaid (Mix low-
income with other community members, and various generations) 

·  Hold summer informational meetings for low-income parents and youth 
on how to access grants and loans for training and education beyond 
high school 

·  Invest in curriculum and staff training on job seeking, financial 
literacy/fitness, asset development, case management, comprehensive 
services 

·  Host Benefit Enrollment and Coordination Fairs (make access to SNAP, 
Health Assistance, EITC, Student Loans easily available in unique and 
unusual places to reach folks who may need services but are not aware) 

·  Host Back-to-school Fairs 
·  Host Senior Fairs 
·  Partner with the Summer Feeding Program to provide additional 

services to parents and kids (financial literacy, job seeking, skills, etc) 
·  Project to raise awareness and address gangs 
·  Subcontract with Faith Based and Community Based organizations to 

provide emergency assistance 
·  Keep Head Start staff on after Head Start classes end and re-assign 

them to provide other services 
·  Use Head Start kitchens for summer feeding programs 

 

UCAN Executive Director Nominated to State Housing 
Council  
UCAN is pleased to announce that Executive Director Mike Fieldman has been 
nominated by Oregon Governor Ted Kulongoski to the State Housing Council. 
On Monday, May 24, 2010 appointments were confirmed at a Senate hearing. 
Mike’s experience as a nonprofit affordable housing developer will be a real 
asset to the Housing Council. 
 
The Mission of the State Housing Council is: To provide leadership in, and 
review and set policy for the development and financing of affordable housing 
throughout the state of Oregon. Established in 1971 by the Oregon Legislature, 
the Oregon State Housing Council is charged with meeting the tremendous 
need for the provision of affordable housing for lower income Oregonians. 
 
For over 25 years Mike has been involved with the operations of programs that 
provide affordable housing and/or with the development and management of 
affordable housing. He has also been involved with the formation and operation 
of a Housing Authority. Additionally, Mike has over 35 years of experience 
providing a variety of social services to people who live in or need affordable 
housing. Mike believes “quality affordable housing is a key need for people if 
they are to make major life changes or have a stable life. Without stable 
housing, dealing with other life issues is extremely difficult, if not impossible”.  
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Mike sees his membership on the State Housing Council as being an 
opportunity to further enhance his efforts to positively impact the provision of 
more affordable housing in local communities. “I bring a unique combination of 
affordable housing development, management and service delivery experience 
that will provide a perspective to the Commission that will be helpful and 
beneficial in their deliberative process. I am looking forward to the opportunity 
to work toward giving more Oregonians the chance for affordable and decent 
housing. I’ll bring the issues of the rural community to the Council”. Mike feels 
strongly that the Housing First model defines the need for affordable housing as 
a priority for low income Oregonians. Experience has shown that people have 
greatest success when you get them into affordable housing first, and then 
wrap services around them, like supportive housing. “That’s what we do at 
UCAN, and that’s why we’ve been successful in stabilizing families and helping 
them move on in their lives.” 

 
Provided by United Community Action Network. 
 
Calendar 
June 11..................... Oregon Thrives Regional Meeting, Portland 
June 16-18................ CAPLAW National Training Conference 
July 28 ...................... Finance Committee 
July 29………………. ROMA Training, Portland 
August 5.................... Full Board Meeting, Redmond 
Sept. 9………………. Executive Meeting 
Sept. 9………………. Legislative Meeting  
 
 
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter,  e-mail james@caporegon.org with 
“UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line. 
 
Did you receive this e-mail as a forward?  Join our newsletter list and get the information 
directly.  E-mail james@caporegon.org with “ADD ME” in the subject line. 
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