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More Chances Coming for Oregon Adults to Receive 
Oregon Health Plan Coverage 
Two Oregonians, one in Redmond and one in Grants Pass, have something in 
common: They have the security of health care because they are now on the 
Oregon Health Plan (OHP). The two are part of a newly insured group of 
Oregonians, thanks to new openings for adults on OHP. The state is 
encouraging low-income uninsured Oregonians to sign up today in order to not 
miss an opportunity to receive health care.  
 
Demand for the Oregon Health Plan is so high that the state is maintaining a 
reservation list of people who want to apply for OHP, and then drawing from 
that list to find people who qualify based on income. In the next month there will 
be drawings on May 3 and May 21. People are encouraged to sign up for the 
list before the drawings.  
 
The state of the economy means more people are losing health care that they 
previously received through their employers. Brandy Princehorn, a mother of 
three from Redmond, and her husband added their names to the reservation list 
and now have health care coverage.  
 
To read the entire article, visit http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/news/2010news/ 
2010-0429.pdf. 
 
CAPO Board Retreat Reflections 
“I found this year’s CAPO Retreat to be very productive.  We updated CAPO 
objectives and developed our annual work plan.  One critical success was the 
thorough dialogue about Oregon Thrives, which helped us each share our 
perspectives and have questions answered.  My hope is that the CAPO board 
will have this opportunity to give input and fully understand the OT efforts during 
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the coming year.  Staff did a superlative job in prep for our retreat.  Lovely 
location, great food, and good company!!!!” 
 
Sharon Miller 
Executive Director, NeighborImpact  and CAPO Board Chair 

“I really enjoy our CAPO retreats. I’ve now attended three, and each one has 
been better than the last. One reason that I appreciate our retreats is that they 
give me an opportunity to spend time with my peers in an atmosphere that is 
more relaxed than our regular meetings. We have time to touch base on 
professional issues, and also to make the personal connections that are vital for 
an effective association. 

I believe that the fact that we’ve built on the work of the past retreats creates a 
sense of continuity that allows us to grow our organization on a firm foundation.  

That firm foundation includes moving our work with our executive director to an 
outcomes-based approach. We’ve winnowed down a lengthy to-do list to a 
(hopefully) manageable list of outcomes for Tom and his staff to accomplish. 
This shows the confidence that we have in Tom’s leadership abilities.  

I also appreciate the firm foundation that we have with our state partner. Our 
close relationship with OHCS is evident by Pegge’s full participation in our 
retreat. As we prepare for the coming year, a year that will have very few 
positives on the fiscal side of things, our good working relationship with Pegge 
will be more important than ever.  

It’s especially gratifying to be writing this article for our relatively new 
newsletter. Improving communication about the good work of CAPO has been 
on the retreat agenda for at least the last three years. It’s great to see those 
discussions coming to fruition.  

One reason our retreats are so successful is the level of participation. Nearly 
every CAP director attended this year. As CAPO Directors, our work is 
successful because we each take an active role in moving issues forward.” 
 
Brenda Durbin 
Executive Director, Clackamas County Social Services 
 
Oregon Food Bank West Opening This Summer 
The countdown is on for the opening of OFB West, located in Beaverton at 
1870 N.W. 173rd.  The new 13,000 square-foot facility will be critical to 
improving hunger relief efforts in Washington County.  Pallet racking is 
installed, the freezer and cooler are ready to fill, and construction crews are 
completing the final details on the facility.   
 
Essential food bank functions will transfer from the current Hillsboro warehouse 
to OFB West this summer.  Twice the size of the Hillsboro facility, OFB West 
will facilitate the distribution of 1.5 million more pounds of food per year within 3 
years … the equivalent of at least 30,000 more emergency fo od boxes a 
year. 
 
The new facility will provide: 
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·  Triple current storage and processing capacity , enabling OFB to 

increase food distribution in Washington County;  
·  Serve as the nucleus for volunteer repack of nutrit ious perishable 

food ;  
·  Reduce the cost of outside processing of frozen food s by about 

$125,000 per year;  
·  Improve the safety and efficiency of distribution  to OFB’s 117 

partner agencies in Washington County and allow OFB to serve areas 
of unmet need;  

·  Triple its volunteer pool  in Washington County from 4,700 to 15,000 
volunteers per year over the next three to five years;  

·  Strengthen OFB’s ability to serve as a first respon der in local and 
statewide disaster relief;   

·  Expand OFB’s education and outreach programs  (Nutrition 
Education, Learning Garden and Advocacy);  

·  Support OFB’s statewide network.  About 30 percent of new food 
processed will support the statewide network.  

 
OFB is more than two-thirds of the way toward reaching its OFB West capital 
campaign goal of $8.5 million for this project. To donate and learn more, please 
visit www.oregonfoodbank.org or contact Gina Taylor at 503-419-4193 or 
gtaylor@oregonfoodbank.org. 
 

 

Community Action Team’s Veteran’s Program 
CSBG ARRA dollars have been hard at work at the Community Action Team in 
St. Helens, Oregon.  Through federal funding, the Veteran Services Program 
has been expanded significantly, hiring a Veteran Services Officer and a 
Veteran Services Program Assistant.   
 
The Community Action Team began serving veterans in 2007 when they 
contracted with Columbia County to take over the services.  “The start-up 
process was a little difficult,” said Ken Johnson, Program Supervisor.  “We 
literally had to hit the ground running.”  The expectation was that CAT would 
provide a Veteran’s Assistant Representative five days a week.  Initially, there 
was difficulty finding a permanent VA rep, but eventually Joe Pyle was hired full 
time to run the program.  “This position is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” Pyle 
says.  “Every day that I come into this office…is a personal reward to me.” 
 
ARRA dollars have primarily been used to fund a Veteran Services Program 
Assistant, Steve DeWolfe, who assists Joe with phone calls, filing claims, 
outreach projects to veterans in nursing homes and living facilities, to name a 
few items.  ARRA funds have also been used to provide assistance with 
transportation to medical appointments.   
 
In the 2008-2009 year, there were 59 disability claims granted for veterans, 
totaling $283,902.00.  However, in the 2009-2010 year so far, there have been 
82 disability claims granted totaling $1,044,175.00.  The program’s growth is 
apparent, and Pyle says his workload has increased dramatically.  Of the 20 
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appointments he has weekly, more than half are new Veterans or Dependants 
seeking Veteran’s Benefits.   
 
House Adds Benefits to Vet Care Bill 
On Wednesday, the U.S. House of Representatives passed S.1963, the 
Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act.  The bill -- part of which 
was created to provide families financial assistance to take care of their 
wounded or injured veterans -- now goes to back to the Senate, where it is 
expected to encounter little if any resistance on its way to becoming law. 
To read the entire article, visit:  http://www.military.com/news/article/house-
adds-benefits-to-vet-care-bill.html 
�
ARRA Dollars Providing Food at NeighborImpact 
CSBG ARRA funds have been used partially to fund two staff positions in the 
Food Bank.  These two positions, Program Coordinator and Operations 
Specialist, have performed a variety of functions within the overall program.  
During the period of July 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009, the Program 
Coordinator visited 14 partner agencies to monitor their food distributions, 
enrolled two new partner agencies as recipients of food from NeighborImpact , 
and coordinated many food drives increasing the resources available from the 
local community.  The Operations Specialist is the direct interface with our 40 
partner agencies for food distribution, working with them on their individual 
needs for product as well as ordering all food received 3 times per month from 
Oregon Food Bank.  During the reporting period, over 1.1 million pounds of 
food passed through NeighborImpact ’s inventory system, and our partner 
agencies provided help to an average of 14,740 individuals each month.  Both 
of these represent increases over the same time period a year earlier and large 
increases over two years previously.  NeighborImpact ’s Food Bank is the 
regional Food Bank for the three counties of Central Oregon (Crooke, 
Deschutes, and Jefferson Counties). 
 
By the very nature of the Food Bank Network, Community Partners are critical 
to success.  NeighborImpact  distributes food resources to 40 partner agencies 
located throughout the tri-county area.  These partners are other non-profits 
and/or churches that operate food pantries, meal sites, brown bag distributions, 
and shelters.  Between July 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009, individuals in these 
agencies contributed over 28,000 volunteer hours to the food distribution  
network.  Other very important community partners are our base of local 
donors.  These are the individuals and groups who hold food rives or donate 
from their own supply of food along with our local store donors.   
 
NeighborImpact  has a very robust food recovery program, picking up product 5 
days per week at 11 grocery stores and 10 other food producers in the area.  
For the reporting period, the food recovery program received over 422,000 
pounds of food from our store donors.  During the same period, individuals and 
groups contributed over 65,500 pounds of food through food drives.  The final 
group of local partners are the volunteers who contributed 739 hours of work to 
the Food Bank itself.  Without these groups, NeighborImpact ’s Food Bank 
could not continue in providing food resources to the communities of Central 
Oregon. 
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ARRA Weatherization Helps One Man and His Community  
Phil had worked as a cabinet maker in Roseburg for several years.  As the 
economy wavered, he found himself in a cycle of unemployment, struggling to 
support his family.  In the fall of 2009, Phil was fortunate enough to enroll in 
United Community Action Network’s SOS program (Self-Sufficiency, On-the-
Job Training, Skill Building).  SOS trains individuals in the “green” and 
“renewable” industry fields as part of a comprehensive life skills program.  
While in the program, Phil also attended the Oregon Energy Coordinators’ 
Shelltech training and became certified through the Residential Energy Analyst 
Program as a weatherization installer.  
 
Through his dedication and hard work in the SOS program, Phil was able to find 
employment at Davis-Bacon wage rates with a local firm as a Weatherization 
Installer on ARRA projects.  Through the opportunities provided by UCAN, Phil 
is able to not only support his growing family, he is able to help his community 
prosper.   
 
Phil’s experience extends much further than his personal success through the 
SOS program.  He spends every day helping people who are struggling to be 
self-sufficient in though economic times.   
 
OECA Sponsors Energy OutWest �
OECA, celebrating its 30th Anniversary this year, participated as a Sponsor of 
the week-long Energy OutWest 2010 Conference held in Reno, NV, May 3-7. 
Over 100 people from Oregon attended to join almost 1,000 attendees from 32 
states. Almost 300 people stopped by the OECA booth to learn about OECA 
and the training opportunities available.  
 
Robert Stevens, Community Action Team (Columbia, Clatsop, Tillamook), was 
awarded the Jenelle Wiggins Award for Outstanding Person in Weatherization, 
which is awarded for exceptional dedication and leadership in the field of 
weatherization in Oregon. Tim Zimmer of OHCS made the presentation.  
 
Robert Kennedy, Jr. delivered the plenary address, speaking on the need to 
reduce energy usage across the country as a means to energy independence, 
jobs, and national wealth. He lauded the low income energy and weatherization 
programs in which OECA is working as helping to achieve those goals "one 
house at a time". 
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US Department of Energy Weatherization Innovation P ilot  
Program  
USDOE announced the release of a $30 million Funding Opportunity 
Announcement (FOA) for innovation in the weatherization of homes of low-
income households.  FOA responses are due no later than June 2nd, but due to 
some of the application procedures it is recommended that interested parties 
start the application process immediately.  If you are interested and have not 
received a copy of the FOA it is available at:  
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/financing/solicitations_detail.html?sol_id=331 
 

 
Calendar of Events  
May 17………………. Communications Workgroup Meeting, Corvallis 
May 18...................... EPC Meeting 
May 19………………. Governance Committee Teleconference 
June 3....................... CAPO Annual Meeting, Hood River 
June 11……………… Oregon Thrives Regional Meeting 
July 28 ...................... Finance Committee 
June 16-18………….. CAPLAW National Training Conference 
August 5.................... Full Board Meeting, Redmond  
Sept. 9 ...................... Legislative Meeting, CAPO 
Sept. 9 ...................... Executive Meeting, CAPO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter,  e-mail james@caporegon.org with 
“UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line. 
 
Did you receive this e-mail as a forward?  Join our newsletter list and get the information 
directly.  E-mail james@caporegon.org with “ADD ME” in the subject line. 
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